45.   SECRET OF SATTAGRAHA
There appears to have been a good deal of misunderstanding fol-
lowing the Transvaal Indians3 failure to comprehend the secret of
satyagraha. It is therefore necessary to give a little more thought to
satyagraha in the context of our victory against the obnoxious law.
Those who know the real meaning of satyagraha should not have the
slightest doubt as to what the victory means.
A satyagrahi enjoys a degree of freedom not possible foV others, for
he becomes a truly fearless person. Once his mind is rid of fear, he
will never agree to be another's slave. Having achieved this state of
mind, he will never submit to any arbitrary action.
Such satyagraha can be, ought to be, practised not only against a
Government but against society as well [if need be]. It can often
happen that a society is as wrong as a government. It becomes
one's duty then to use satyagraha against society. The late
Mr. Thoreau, whose book1 we have already summarized, thought that
his countrymen did wrong in carrying on slave-trade. He therefore
ranged himself against his people. The great Luther defied his people
single-handed and it is thanks to him that Germany enjoys freedom
today. And there was Galileo who opposed society. The people were
resolved to kill him. Undaunted, he told them that they could kill
him if they wanted to, but that it was nevertheless true that the earth
revolved [round the sun]. Today, we all know that the earth is round
and that it rotates round its axis once-every 24 hours. Columbus acted
like a true satyagrahi when facing his sailors. Exhausted [by the long
voyage], they declared, "We will never get to America. Let us turn
back, else we will kill you." Unperturbed, Columbus answered, "I am
not afraid of being killed, but I think we ought to go on for a few days
more." They did discover America, and Columbus won everlasting fame.
Such a wonderful remedy is this satyagraha. When we ask in fear
what will happen if the Government does not repeal the Act, we only
betray the deficiency of our satyagraha or talk as if we had been un-
manned, having lost the weapon of satyagraha. But our satyagraha
prompts us to become free and feel independent. We have therefore
nothing to fear. CA11 this is idle talk. Whatever you do, you cannot
start the campaign again. Once has been quite enough.5 There are
persons who talk thus. If it is true that we cannot resume the struggle,
it will have been in vain that we started it at all.
1 The reference is to Thoreau's essay on "The Duty of Civil Disobedience". Vide
"Duty of Disobeying Laws", Vol. VII, pp. 217-8 & 228-30,